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DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

MANUAL
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Directive Number
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Narcotics PPU / Forfeiture

References

[X] New Directive
[ ] Revised

Revisions in italics

CIVIL ASSET FORFEI'IT!

203.15-1 Policy

organized crime, as well as curbing lewd, |

ranging from certain alcohol-related offense
civil asset forfeiture has gained
fighting tool. Many criminals are mc

cing. Over the years,
as an effective crime-
t least deterred by the

threat of losing valuable possessi
(sometimes very significant) disince

In addition to pers

ployees, equipment, and money
nt of criminal laws, civil asset

taking money and other assets out of the hands of
ck into a legitimate stream of commerce.

to a successful civil asset forfelture program. Adherence to applicable local,
state, and federal is a must, and no investigation should be prolonged
merely to obtain more assets by way of civil asset forfeiture. Members may not
under any circumstances base a forfeiture confiscation on a suspect's race,
religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or economic status.

It is important to note that the civil asset forfeiture is tied to a very litigious
system within the criminal justice system. Any failure to abide by applicable laws
or department policy can potentially result in dismissal of the case or
unnecessary litigation costs.
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DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

MANUAL

203.14 Civil Asset Forfeiture

203.15 -2 Definitions

203.15-21 Civil Asset Forfeiture
A legal process that involves a divestiture without compensati
was used in a manner contrary to local, state, or federal law

203.15-2.2 Conveyance
A mode of transportatlon used for the purpose of sale

vehicle, aircraft, or vessel.

203.15-2.3 Drug Forfeiture (DF)
A forfeiture confiscation authorized under M
seizure of a controlled substance as evidence

203.15-2.4 DET Case :
Any forfeiture confiscation that is ho

203.15-25
A raw material, prod
use, in manufacit
exporting a contre
in violation of this
IS |ntend d_f

s used, or intended for

cessing, delivering, importing, or
ed substance analogue, or other drug
uct, or equipment of any kind that

an imitation controlled substance, a controlled
drug that has been manufactured, distributed,
dispensed, or acquired in violation of MCL 333.7521, et seq.
203.15-2.6 :
An acronym significant in forfeiture matters referring to cases involving the
receipt or attempted purchase of narcotics. PUSH OFF stands for Purchasers
and Users of our Streets and Highways Opt For Forfeiture.
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DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

MANUAL

203.14 Civil Asset Forfeiture

203.15- 3Policy
203.15- 3.1 General

Any member encountering property subject to forfeiture under local, state,
or federal law shall initiate the civil asset forfeiture process in all cases where the
property involved is—

e U.S. currency where the amount exceeds $500. %z%,,
» A conveyance (e.g. car, motorcycle, or bo.

forfeiture matters.

203.15- 3.2 Forfeiture Sectlon
The Forfeiture Section is res

24%
feiture p % s and corresponding

i % ’a ,
e Receiving and processing
paperwork; '

e Serving as e@!lceg Department and the

I8, T&Qrfelture case files; and
lidai ﬁf%d training in matters pertaining to

and encourages forfei

ﬁ.i

“actions initiated under the following state laws or their local or
common law equ;véﬁ’fe

e Drug Asset Forfeiture (MCL 333.7521) ¢ Drag Racing Forfeiture (MCL 257.626)
¢ Nuisance Abatement (MCL 600.3801) e Felony Identity Theft (MCL 445.79)
e OWI Repeat Offender (MCL 257.625) ¢ Omnibus Forfeiture (MCL 600.4701)
L]
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DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

MANUAL

203.15-41 Drug Asset Forfeiture

Drug asset forfeitures refers specifically to property seized under any
violation of MCL 333.7521. Violations under MCL 333.7521 include, for example,
violations of the controlled substance act (VCSA) or crimes involving the
attempted receipt of narcotics (push offs).

Under MCL 333.7521, the following property, am " other forms of
property, is subject to forfeiture: i

¢ Prohibited substances;

o Prohibited materials;

e Property used or intended for us
substance or prohibited materi

e A conveyance;

e Anything of value used to t
Michigan’s drug code;
Books, records, and r
Drug paraphernalia.

Property seized under MCL 333.
forfeiture packet consisting llowin:

e CRISNET report:

e Notice of Seizur

Tracker property tag

Release of liability

Any supplemental reports generated
that may be relevant in subsequent
litigation (e.g. search warrant packet,

chemical lab sheet, 24 hr. information

LEIN registration printott (if seizing a sheet, narcotic activity form)

vehicle)

The completed forfeiture packet shall be promptly hand-delivered to the Forfeiture
Section if completed during regular business hours. In the event a forfeiture packet is
completed during non-business hours, the completed packet shall be hand-delivered to
Narcotics PPU without delay.
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DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

MANUAL

203.14 Civil Asset Forfeiture
203.15-4.2 Nuisance Abatement Forfeiture

Michigan’s nuisance abatement laws comprehend a group of relatively
minor criminal offenses based on at least some interference with the interests of
the community or comfort or convenience of the general public. To be considered
a nuisance, there generally has to be some potential harm to the public health,
an interference in the use of a travel way, some threat to p-'hc morality, or in
some way prevent the public from the peaceful use of theif land and the public

i hat often result in

some form of nuisance abatement forfeiture.

Under MCL 600.3801, a building, vehicl
nuisance in one or more of the following apply;:

e It is used for the purpose of
gambling;

e It is used by, or keptifor: : stitutes or other disorderly
persons;

use of a{?earm or other dangerous weapon.

In addition, Michigan also considers a nuisance all furniture, fixtures, and
contents of a building, vehicle, boat, aircraft, or place described in above and all
intoxicating liquors in the building, vehicle, boat, aircraft, or place.

Property seized under MCL 600.3801 shall be processed as evidence, and
the seizing officer shall prepare a forfeiture packet consisting of the following:
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DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

MANUAL

203.14 Civil Asset Forfeiture

Copy of Property
Memorandum;

Push-off / Nuisance Abatement
/ Drag Racing Notice of
Seizure and Intent to Forfeit
(DPD 741);

Release of Liability

Impound card

CRISNET
Tracker Property Tag
203.15-4.3 Forfeitures under M

forfeiture of vehicles upon convi
offenses, reckless driving and D

may be ordered forfeited if an individ

Charge S—

Operatmg While Intox:cated

Operating While Visibly Impaired

Driving While License Suspended

Reckless Driving

e Citation

o Copy of drivers license

o Copy of registration

e LEIN (SOS) registration
printout

éhtal reports
the purpose of
itigation (e.g.

an law provides for the
: ving certain alcohol-related
enses. Under  MCL 257.625n, a vehicle

2

Victed of—

.
Condition Required

-1 prior conwct;on wuthm the last seven years

i Occupant less than 16 years of age in vehicle

- 1 prior conviction within the last seven years

2 or more prior convictions

Causing the death of another

Causing serious impairment of bodily function
Occupant less than 16 years of age in vehicle

Causing the death of another
Causing serious impairment of bodily function

Causing the death of another
- Causing serious impairment of bodily function
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DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

MANUAL

203.14 Civil Asset Forfeiture

It is imperative, therefore, that officers serve an individual with the
appropriate Notice of Seizure and Intent to Forfeit at the time of arrest. The Ex
Parte Motion generally required in cases of forfeitures under this statute will be
completed by personnel assigned to Forfeiture or by a designated court officer.

Vehicles seized under MCL 257.625n shall be processed as evidence, and
the seizing officer shall prepare a forfeiture packet consisting of the following:

e Copy of Property ®
Memorandum .

e OWI Forfeiture / Nuisance
Abatement Notice of Seizure
and Intent to Forfeit (DPD 742)

e Release of Liability

¢ Impound card

e RMS Report

3 Gop‘y of reglsf tign
CLEIN (SOS) registr:
prlntout

203.15-4.4

ctivity typlqgl

an disrup! he peace and good order of a community.

CRISNET
Tracker Property Tag
¢ Nuisance Abatemént Notice of e Copy of drivers license
Seizure and Intent to Forfeit e Copy of registration
(Drag Racing); e LEIN (SOS) registration
» Release of Liability printout

e Impound card
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DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

MANUAL

203.14 Civil Asset Forfeiture
e Any supplemental reports subsequent litigation

prepared for the purpose of

203.15-4.5 Forfeitures under Michigan’s Omnibus Forfeiture Law

Michigan’s Omnibus Forfeiture Law provides police agengCi
to seize and forfeit assets connected with an expa list of crimes. These
include violations of MCL—

750.49 For example, dog fighting
750.75  Fourth Degree Arson
750.95 Issuing or circulating spurious bank notes
750.110 Breaking and Entering 3 i issory notes
750.110 Home Invasion i tc. to utter
750.112 Burglary with explosives

750.117 Bribery of Public Official

750.118 Public Official Accepting Bribes
750.119 Corruption of appraisers, jurors, etc.
750.120 Appraisers, jurors, etc. accepting bri . .
750.145 Child sexually abusive activity or mate . eny from Building
750.145 Using internet / computers (listed offe i : .

750.157 Unlawful deliver or sale of financial dev
750.157 Fraud, forgery, etc. (financial devices)

zeny from Person
arceny of Livestock

750.174 Embezzlement ) . /l to commit CSC 1,2, 0r3
750.175 Embezzlement by P Offic 4750 rmed Robbery

750.176 Embezzlement b - A ' ry

750.213 Malicious threats 50.531 Stealing from bank, safe, etc.

750.214 Extortion by pu 0.535 Receiving or concealing stolen property

instrumentality of the crime.

ffenses (such as get-away cars) and houses used to store
stolen merchan amples of property that may be subject to forfeiture. Seizing
members shall proc any confiscated property as evidence and must serve the
appropriate person with the appropriate Notice of Seizure and Intent to Forfeit form as
soon as possible following confiscation.

Cases brought under Michigan’s Omnibus Forfeiture Law can be complex, and
members are encouraged to contact Forfeiture personnel for guidance.
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203.15-4.6 Forfeitures under Michigan’s Identify Theft Law

MCL 445.79 provides for forfeiture of certain property obtained through a felony
violation of Michigan’s identity-theft laws. Under this statute, the following property may be
subject to forfeiture:

o Personal or real property that has been used, possessed, or acquired in a
violation of Michigan’s identity-theft laws;

ort, or in any manner to

e A conveyance used or intended for use to tr;
of sale or receipt, any personal

facilitate the transportation of, for the purpose
or real property that has been used, poss ¢
Michigan's identity-theft laws; and -

e Books, records, computers, electrenic equi ! arch products and
materials. j

ons that can assist members in
ure. Michigan law provides that
¢ thing of value that is found in
%%presumed to be subject to

By statute, Michigan has programed some pre
determining whether certain propertyzis subject to
any money, negotiable instruments; riti
close proximity to any property that

forfeiture. <

Certain provision to: protect mri%r“'%;ent owners.” Under this law
property used to comr lichigan's identity-theft law is not subject to
forfeiture unless the . 1 tively participates in or consents to the
violation. “
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