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City of Detroit 

CITY COUNCIL 

LEGISLATIVE POLICY DIVISION 
208 Coleman A. Young Municipal Center  

Detroit, Michigan 48226 
Phone:  (313) 224-4946   Fax:  (313) 224-4336 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TO:  Carol Weaver, Chair 
  Detroit Charter Revision Commission 
 
FROM: David Whitaker, Director 
  Legislative Policy Division Staff 
 
DATE:  March 16, 2021  
 
RE:  2021-2022 Budget Analysis  
 
 
Attached is our budget analysis regarding your agency’s budget for the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year. 
 
Please be prepared to respond to the issues/questions raised in our analysis during your 
scheduled hearing on Wednesday, March 24, 2020 at 11:00 a.m.  We would then appreciate a 
written response to the issues/questions at your earliest convenience subsequent to your budget 
hearing.  Please forward a copy of your responses to the Council members and the City Clerk’s 
Office. 
 
Please contact us if you have any questions regarding our budget analysis. 
 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
DW:dh:ss 
 
Attachments: 
 
cc: Councilmembers 
 Auditor General’s Office 
 Jay Rising, Acting Chief Financial Officer 
 Tanya Stoudemire, Chief Deputy CFO 

Steve Watson, Budget Director 
 Avery Peeples, Mayor’s Office 

 
 

George Etheridge 
Christopher Gulock, AICP 

Derrick Headd 
Marcel Hurt, Esq. 

Kimani Jeffrey 
Anne Marie Langan 

Jamie Murphy 
Kim Newby 

Analine Powers, Ph.D. 
Jennifer Reinhardt, AICP 

Rebecca Savage 
Sabrina Shockley 

Thomas Stephens, Esq. 
David Teeter 

Theresa Thomas 
Kathryn Lynch Underwood, MUP 

Ashley A. Wilson 
 
 

David Whitaker, Esq. 
Director 
Irvin Corley, Jr. 
Executive Policy Manager 
Marcell R. Todd, Jr. 
Director, City Planning  
Commission 
Janese Chapman 
Director, Historic Designation 
Advisory Board 
 
John Alexander 
Megha Bamola 
LaKisha Barclift, Esq. 
Nur Barre 
M. Rory Bolger, Ph.D., AICP 
Elizabeth Cabot, Esq. 
Tasha Cowen 
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Charter Revision Commission 
 

FY 2021-2022 Budget Analysis by the Legislative Policy Division 
 
The 2018 Charter Revision Commission of Detroit is a public body organized pursuant to the 
affirmative vote of the people of the City of Detroit at an election held Tuesday, November 6, 
2018, to propose revisions to the Charter of the City of Detroit (current Charter being effective as 
of January 1, 2012). The citizens of Detroit will vote on proposed revisions. 
 
The Charter Revision Commission began its three-year charge to review and to modify the City 
of Detroit’s 2012 Charter. 
 
For FY 2022, the Mayor has recommended $116,500 in the Non-Departmental budget for the 
Charter Revision Commission a reduction of $183,500 (61.17%), given that the 2022 fiscal year 
is the final year of funding for the Commission. 
 
Issues and Questions 
 
1)  The Mayor has recommended $116,500 for the Charter Revision Commission for FY 2022.  
Is this a sufficient level of funding for the Commission to complete its work on the Charter?  If 
no, why? 
 
2) According to a February 2021 article in the Detroit News, the Administration is alleging 
“…the commission's revisions could spur an "imminent fiscal crisis" that would send the city 
$3.4 billion into debt within four years, trigger placement of an emergency manager and violate 
terms of the city's bankruptcy order.”1  How does the Commission respond to these comments 
and what type of research methods did the commission use that factored in the Commission to 
make its recommendations?   
 
3) What was the Commission’s rationale in recommending an elected corporation counsel?  
 
4) What was the Commission’s rationale in recommending an elected Fire Commission?  How 
would a commission improve upon the operations of the Fire Department? 

                                                 
1 https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detroit-city/2021/02/27/commission-adopts-sweeping-plan-revise-
detroit-city-charter/4575153001/ 

https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detroit-city/2021/02/27/commission-adopts-sweeping-plan-revise-detroit-city-charter/4575153001/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detroit-city/2021/02/27/commission-adopts-sweeping-plan-revise-detroit-city-charter/4575153001/


  

3 
 

 



  

4 
 

 
 



  

5 
 

 


